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            "Without daycare providers, hundreds of thousands of parents and guardians with young children would not be able to continue their productivity in the workforce" (Cherry and Harkness 9). Child care facilities area a vital part of our society, and it is necessary that they are run properly and efficiently. Children of today will be the adults of tomorrow, and in order to ensure a bright future, one must strive to provide extraordinary care for the little ones of society. Developing a child care program is a significant task that involves basic care for the children, planning activities, and business management. 
            Children need care specialized for their ages. For example, infants require regular feedings, diaper changes, and many naps. They also must be fed on a regular schedule and burped afterwards (Metland 44). Infants require individual care and it is necessary to have an adequate number of employees to care for the small children. Pleasing an infant can sometimes be a very difficult task; therefore, a few tips for happy babies include walking with a child to sleep, playing soothing music, and keeping a moderate temperature (Metland 44). All children develop at different rates; however, by the age of six to eight months, most children start crawling or pulling up. During this time it is important to keep harmful items out of reach of items out of reach and to become aware of the infant's abilities (Metland 96). Most children can sit up by themselves by the age of nine months (Metland 111).
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                                                                                                                       (.05 margin)         Sides 2  Children learn and grow very quickly; by around age one most children are learning to walk and have reached the toddler age. Along with walking skills, children develop better communication skills by talking with other children and beginning to identify objects with words (Metland 140). Between the ages of one and two years, some children may experience a time of separation anxiety during which it is necessary to keep them on a basic schedule and have a "comfort item" to help provide a feeling of safety (Metland 150). Important safety issues for this age group include checking for objects that can be climbed on or tipped over, doors and openings that need to be blocked, and basic first aid (Metland 179). Toddlers also face the challenge of learning to use the toilet. During the time of potty training, children should often be asked to go to the restroom and extra clothing should be available when needed (Metland 190). 
            Pre-school is a very exciting time for children as they are learning about themselves and experiencing new environments. Children of ages three years and up should be placed in a classroom set apart for their age, for at least a portion of the age to enhance their learning and prepare the children for school (Metland 201). Creative learning should be emphasized by allowing the children to express themselves along with basic learning of the alphabet, numbers, counting, and colors (Metland 213). A learning environment can be created by providing posers, displaying children's own work, and having simple books available. Before children begin kindergarten, they should be able to master a number of skills including, tying their shoes, counting to ten, reciting the alphabet, writing their names, and telling their telephone number and address (Metland 214). The importance of pre-school learning is stated best on the "Teaching our Youngest" web site: "The more children know about their world, the easier it is for them to read and learn when they get to school (U.S. Department of Education.). 
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