Course Syllabus

Randleman High School

Course Title:__English II______________________

Teacher:_Season Coleman______________________________________________

        Contact Information:  336 498-2682 ext 336



        Email: scoleman@randolph.k12.nc.us
Course Pre-requisites (if applicable):  English I
Course Description (from NC SCOS or VOCATS Blueprints):

Students in English II read, discuss, and write about both classical and contemporary world literature (excluding British and American authors) through which students will identify cultural significance. They will examine pieces of world literature in a cultural context to appreciate the diversity and complexity of world issues and to connect global ideas to their own experiences. Students will continue to explore language for expressive, informational/explanatory, critical, argumentative and literary purposes, although emphasis will be placed on explanatory contexts. In addition to literature study, students will:

· Examine non-literary texts related to cultural studies. 

· Research material to use primarily in clarifying their own explanatory responses to situations and literary-based issues. 

· Critically interpret and evaluate experiences, literature, language, and ideas. 

· Use standard grammatical conventions and select features of language appropriate to purpose, audience, and context of the work.
Strands: Oral Language, Written Language, and Other Media/Technology
Student Learning Objectives (from NC SCOS or VOCATS Blueprints):

Goal 1:  The learner will react to and reflect upon print and non print text and personal experiences by examining situations from subjective and objective perspectives
Goal 2:  The learner will evaluate problems, examine cause/effect relationships, and answer research questions to inform an audience

Goal 3:  The learner will defend argumentative positions on literary or non-literary issues

Goal 4:  The learner will critically interpret and evaluate experiences, literature, language, and ideas

Goal 5:  The learner will demonstrate understanding of select world literature through interpretation and analysis

Goal 6:  The learner will apply conventions of grammar and language usage

Required Textbooks/Materials:

Textbook use and return policy (include date of book return):
Textbook is Prentice Hall Literature World Masterpieces—these books stay in class unless checked out for make-up work

Various supplemental novels checked out from the library; it is the student’s responsibility to return them to the media center by the due date.

Grading Policy (include grade scale, percentages/weights for assignments, etc):


(Adjust as necessary to fit the course):


Class work/Homework= 20%

Quizzes= 15%

Tests/Projects=35%

Writing Assignments (including essays, paragraphs, research papers)=30%

Grading scale is the 7 point scale; 93-100=A; 85-92=B; 77-84=C; 69.5-76=D

Course and Instructor Policies (follow Randolph County Board Policies)
A. Make up work:  check the folder for the agenda from the day missed; handouts and homework assignments will be found in this note book; tests and quizzes are kept with the teacher;  all work must be made up within ten days of returning to school
B. Make up time:  students may attend Saturday School or schedule time to stay after school
C. Extra credit:  is offered as whole class opportunities; individual extra credit is almost non-existent
D. Late work:  not accepted without a valid and verified reason for lateness
E. Attendance:  students are expected to be in class and on time.  The course follows the school and county policy for attendance.  Any days missed over five must be made up for credit in the class
F. Behavior:  respect is expected from students to the teacher and other students; permission is needed to leave the room; 
G. Remediation/tutoring opportunities:  students may schedule time for tutoring after school
Sequence of Assignments and Academic Calendar

      Organize by 4 weeks, 9 weeks, semester, etc.

      Include topics, units, assignments, projects, quizzes, exams, assigned dates and due
      dates.
Dates of assignments are subject to change due to pacing of the class

· Grammar and conventions:  
· Grammar will be incorporated into the literature and writing lessons

· It is recommended that students be familiar with the basic parts of speech such as noun, verb, adjective, adverb

· Literature Units

· Six weeks:  Relationships

· Literature includes:

· Swahili Love Poetry
· The Book of Ruth

· Poetry by Sappho

· Selected Sonnets by world authors

· Federigo’s Falcon

· A Doll’s House

· Cyrano de Bergerac

· The Bracelet

· Marriage is a Private Affair

· Vocabulary quizzes will be given for selected pieces of literature

· A literature comprehension test will be given for Cyrano de Bergerac and A Doll’s House at the end of both pieces

· There will be two essays during this unit.  One essay will be definition essay based on Cyrano de Bergerac
· There will be two assessments on concept during this unit; one will focus on theme and conflict.  The other will focus on irony and characterization.

· Other homework assignments will include paragraph writing, epitaphs, visual representations of symbols, and possibly some outside reading

· Six weeks:  War and Peace

· Literature includes:

· The Iliad

· War

· The Aeneid

· The Burning of Rome

· All Quiet on the Western Front

· Night

· Planet of the Apes

· The Diameter of the Bomb and other poems

· Comrades
· Vocabulary quizzes will be given for selected pieces of literature

· A literature comprehension test will be given for Night and The Iliad
· There will be two essays during this unit.  One will relate to The Iliad and the other will relate to Night.  Both essays may use other pieces of literature or personal experience.

· Several projects will be included in this unit including one on The Iliad that involves characterization and related to Night a collage that represents learning from the literature.  

· Homework assignments will include writing poetry from newspaper articles related to the poetry read in class and paragraph writing
· Two concept assessments will be administered during this unit.  One will focus on figurative language including similes and imagery.  The other will focus on figurative language including symbolism and allusion

· Six weeks:  Self-identity

· Literature includes:

· Tao Te Ching

· Analects

· Oedipus the King

· The Divine Comedy: Inferno

· Perceval: The Grail

· The Counsels of the Bird

· Dead Poet’s Society

· Don Quixote

· Things Fall Apart

· In the Time of the Butterflies

· Gilgamesh

· The Story of the Flood

· Mara, Daughter of the Nile

· Vocabulary quizzes will be given for selected pieces of literature

· A literature comprehension test will be given for the following pieces of literature:  Oedipus the King and Gilgamesh.  Given time, if the novels of Things Fall Apart, Mara, Daughter of the Nile,  and In the Time of the Butterflies are read they will also be tested for literature comprehension.

· Two concept assessments will be given during this unit focusing on the following concepts:  drama and epic

· Essay associated with this unit are related to Oedipus the King and Gilgamesh.

· Other work related to this unit is writing a personal philosophy of life, comparing literature from different cultures and analyzing similarities and differences, a project with Oedipus the King of either a decision map examining fate or creating a talk show, and visual representations of characterization, symbolism, or comparisons.

I have reviewed the course syllabus and understand the expectations and requirements.
____________________________________________
________________________

      (Student Name)





         (Date)

____________________________________________
________________________

      (Parent Name)





         (Date)

